Listen to Larry’s performance of Night and Day
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Larry Adler (1914-2001)
Larry Adler elevated the harmonica from a playground toy to a serious concert hall instrument. He was the best-known mouth organist in the world. 
He was born in Baltimore, Maryland, where, at the age of five, he was taken to a Rachmaninov concert and developed his own musical skills within the framework of his family religion as the youngest cantor (singer) in a synagogue.  
Larry took up the harmonica in 1927, when the Baltimore Sun newspaper organised a harmonica competition, which Larry won. The next year he ran away to New York, where he became a professional musician. 
In the 30s and 40s he worked with everyone from big bands to George Gershwin and the British composer Vaughan Williams, who wrote a work especially for him. 
He made the mouth organ respectable - though he never meant to. "All I wanted to do was to get the hell out of Baltimore, which I hated." 
He was a friend of comedian Charlie Chaplin and lover of such famous actresses as Greta Garbo and Ingrid Bergman. 
Adler's life changed forever in 1949. While on a tour of Britain, he was called to testify to Senator McCarthy’s House Un-American Activities Committee. Refusing to do so, he stayed and made his home in England. He was blacklisted as a communist in America, so he could not work. But he re-built his life in Europe. 
Later, he recorded with younger musicians such as Sting, Meatloaf and Elton John.
Can you answer these questions about Larry Adler?

1. When did he start playing the harmonica?

2. Why did he keep on playing the harmonica?

3. Why did he move to England?

4. What things tell us that Larry was successful in his career?

5. What things tell us that Larry had an interesting private life?
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